
Diplomat, Author, and Entrepreneurial Philanthropist

Michael Fairbanks

AfricA Week
Organized by the African Student Union

Free and open to the public

The Seven
 Types of
  Wealth in
   Africa

Are Sentimentality 
and Aid Working?

Michael Fairbanks is a cofounder of SEVEN, a 
philanthropic foundation run by entrepreneurs whose 
strategy is to produce films, books, and original 
research to markedly increase the rate of diffusion 
of enterprise solutions to global poverty.

• Former U.S. Peace Corps teacher in Kenya

• Advisor on African, Latin American, and Southeast 
Asian business strategy and export competitiveness

• Founder and chair emeritus of the OTF Group, a  
strategy-consulting firm and the first venture-backed  
U.S. firm to focus on developing nations

• Coauthor of Plowing the Sea, Nurturing the Hidden Sources 
of Growth in Developing Nations; his new book, In the River 
They Swim: Essays from Around the World on Enterprise  
Solutions to Poverty, was released this spring (copy available  
in OWHL Library)

• Named one of the 150 Smartest People in the World  
by Fortune magazine

Two of Fairbanks’s most recent projects include 
working with President Kagame of Rwanda to improve 
the competitiveness of that nation’s tourism, coffee, 
and agro-industry sectors and advising the Minister of 
Finance of Afghanistan on private-sector reforms.

Friday, May 8, 2009 • 6:30 p.m. 
Cochran Chapel, Phillips Academy

Wednesday, May 6 
“Call It Off” Day

Students are asked  
to refrain from using  
cell phones to protest  
the exploitation of  
Coltan, a mineral used  
in cell-phone chips.

Saturday, May 9 
African Festival 

6–6:30 p.m.: Sample African  
delicacies in Kemper Lobby

6:30–7:45 p.m.: Enjoy great entertain-
ment in Kemper Auditorium, including:

•  Student talent show and fashion show

•  Ugandan dance by the Africa Great Lakes  
Ensemble, a professional group committed  
to the sharing and teaching of traditional  
African cultures and heritage

• Spoken word by Aniebiet Ekpa ’11

• Music by Kyle and Kevin Ofori ’09 

• South African dance/act by Noelina Nakiguli ’09 
and Mandisa Mjamba ’10

• Beats by the African Drumming class


